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News Release 

   
Veterans Administration GI Bill Program Will Reimburse Eligible Service Personnel for 

IAEM Certified Emergency Manager® (CEM®) Program Costs 
 

 
April 7, 2009 (Falls Church, Va.) – The International Association of Emergency Managers 
U.S. Council (IAEM-USA) Uniformed Services Committee (USC) coordinated with the U.S. 
Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) to allow for the use of GI Bill benefits to fees related to 
IAEM’s Certified Emergency Manager® (CEM®) Program.   U.S. veterans, active duty 
members, and others eligible in the Guard and Reserve now may use their GI Bill benefits to 
reimburse 100 percent of the $450 CEM® application and testing fees.   
 
Throughout its ten-year history, the USC has successfully worked to assist members of the 
uniformed services achieve the necessary affiliation and certification to raise the bar of 
professional development in emergency management within the Department of Defense, 
Department of Health and Human Services, and the National Guard. “This is a landmark 
accomplishment for the USC,” stated Col. Robert Ditch, USAF, Retired, IAEM USC 
Chairman. “This initiative probably is the largest, and what could be the most profound, 
success story since the CEM® was first introduced in the early 1990s.”   
 
Interested service personnel are urged to contact their VA counselors for information on how 
to apply the GI Bill toward certification.  The general rule is that the interested person must 
first pay for the application and complete the test with a passing grade. The VA will reimburse 
the application fee upon receipt of a request letter and proof of passing the CEM® 
examination.  Additional information is available at www.gibill.va.gov/pamphlets/LCweb.htm.  
 
 
IAEM-USA, the nation’s largest emergency management professional association,  is a non-profit professional organization 
representing more than 4,500 emergency management and homeland security professionals for local communities, state 
and federal disaster officials, private sector, non-governmental organizations and others involved in preparing for, 
responding to, and recovering from all types of disasters including acts of terrorism.  IAEM provides:  access to the largest 
network of emergency management experts who can provide advice and assistance; the Certified Emergency Manager® 

program; annual scholarships; a comprehensive monthly newsletter; and more. The 2009 Annual Conference & Exhibit 
occurs October 31-November 4, in Orlando, Fla. at the Rosen Centre Hotel and the Orange County Convention Center.  The 
event features significant suppliers of emergency management and homeland security products and services.  See 
www.iaem.com. 
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