/7

September 2, 2009 Im’)

International s
Association of
Emergency Managers

The Honorable Joe Lieberman, Chairman

Committee on Homeland Security and Government Adfai 201 Park Washington Court

United States Senate Falls Church, VA

H : HP*H 22046-4527 USA
Room' 340 Dirksen Senate Office Building Shone 703.538.1795
Washington, D.C. 20510 Fax 703-241-5603

Email: info@iaem.com

. i URL: www.iaem.com
The Honorable Susan Collins, Ranking Member

Committee on Homeland Security and Government Adfai
United States Senate

344 Dirksen Senate Office Building

Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Chairman Lieberman and Ranking Member Collins:

IAEM-USA, the nation’s largest emergency managenpeotessional association, is pleased to
demonstrate our support Bfchard Serino’s nomination for Deputy Administrator of the
U.S. Federal Emergency Management Agenat the Department of Homeland Security.

Richard Serino has been a leader in disaster @éparand management since the early 1990s.
He has served for the last 15 years as the Chidbsfon EMS, leading it to become one of the
preeminent EMS systems in the country. Duringérsire as Chief of Boston EMS, Mr. Serino
has played important leadership roles in the dgretmt of key initiatives such as the
Metropolitan Medical Response System and the Leskearned Information System — now
both “household” words in the emergency preparesiaad response communities. He has
helped plan and execute the emergency preparedndsgsponse for numerous notable events,
such as the 2004 Democratic National Conventionta@dnnual Boston Marathon.

Serino’s experience qualifies him, and we urgeeedp confirmation so that we can begin to
work with him on current emergency management dietsvin the United States.

Sincerely,

g

Russell J. Decker, CEM
President
IAEM-USA

IAEM-USA is our nation’s largest association of Eigency Management professionals, with more tha@4,5
members including emergency managers at the stdteeal government levels, tribal nations, theitamy,
colleges and universities, private business anadmprofit sector. Most of our members are citgt aaunty
emergency managers who perform the crucial funaifaoordinating and integrating the efforts at lingal level to
prepare for, mitigate the effects of, respond ta, @cover from all types of disasters includingdest attacks.
Our membership includes emergency managers frage latban areas as well as rural areas



