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Next IAEM-MCNY  
General Meeting 

 
May 23, 2009 1:30PM 

MCNY 12th Floor  
 

IAEM-MCNY Presser 
Newsletter Accepting Articles 

 
MCNY Students have a great 

opportunity to become 
published. The MCNY Chapter 
of the International Association 

of Emergency Managers is 
accepting student contributions 
for consideration for publishing 

in the Presser Newsletter! 
 

Please send your original articles 
to: ������������������������� !��" ! 

�

MCNY   SYMPOSIUM  

 
Transforming 

Emergency 
Management 
Leadership  

 
Tuesday June 16, 2009 

 
Mail Payment to: 

 Metropolitan College  
of New York 

431 Canal Street 
New York, NY, 10008 

Attn: Professor Longshore 
Or fax to: 212-343-8476 

 
General Admission $45 
Govt/MCNY Alumni $35 

Students/Faculty $25 
 

*The Presser Newsletter is published 
to subscription holders, other IAEM 

chapters, and FEMA Higher Ed 
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Terri Thompson 
Public Relations & Editor, 
“Presser”� 

 
 
Blue Room Press Conference 
Mayor Bloomberg updated New 
Yorkers on swine flu. The press 
conference was held at 12:30 PM. 
Monday, April 27, 2009 

Mayor Bloomberg has been 
providing daily updates on 
the cases of Swine Flu in 
New York City. The focus 
has been on prevention. We 
have been assured that the 
information is fluid and 
changes hour to hour.   

Mayor Bloomberg highlighted 
the fact that we should maintain 
normal activities like going to 
work and school but to be 
mindful to observe the 
following precautions: 

*Avoid close contact with 

people who are sick.   

*Stay home when you are 

sick.  

*Cover your mouth and nose 

with a tissue when coughing 

or sneezing.  

*Clean your hands often to 

help protect you from germs.  

*Avoid touching your eyes, 

nose or mouth.  

*Practice other good health 

habits.  

- Get plenty of sleep 

- Be physically active 

- Manage your stress 

- Drink plenty of fluids 

- Eat nutritious food 

- Clean shared space        

more often such as phone 

receivers, keyboards, 

steering wheels and office 

equipment.  

 - Refrain from sharing 
personal items such as forks, 
spoons, toothbrushes and 
towels.   
 
For the latest updates, go to:  
nyc.gov 
 

Susamma Seely 
IAEMSA-MCNY Alumni Association 
 
Envision yourself in a crisp new polo, sweatshirt or fleece 
embroidered with our new IAEM-MCNY logo!  Al proceeds go 
toward operating costs for the chapter.  Show your school spirit 
and team  pride and place your order today.  The shirts are 
available in the colors below.  Each cost $25.00, which is far less 
than the going rate for other shirts on the market, and  by 
purchasing one, you are not only buying a shirt but are showing 
your dedication and loyalty to the present and future of MCNY’s 
local chapter of IAEM.  To order your shirts, send an email to: 
seeleysue@yahoo.com. Please be sure to include the number of 
shirts you would like to order, the size(s) and color (s) and any 
other pertinent details of your order. See color selection below: 

 
IAEM-MCNY Chapter Membership Dues are $25.00 per semester. 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
Sylvie Cameron 
Coordinator of Graduate Student 
Advisement & International Students 

 
Office of Student 
Affairs Contact 

Information and Office 
Hours: 

     
Sylvie Cameron                                        
Coordinator of Graduate 
Student Advisement  
& International Advisement 
212.343.1234*2805 
scameron@mcny.edu 
 
Tues, Wed, Fri: 10am to 6pm 
Thurs: 12pm to 8pm 
Sat: 9am to 5pm 
 
Bascillia Toussaint 
Academic Advisor 
212.343.1234*2815 
btoussaint@mcny.edu 
 
9am to 5pm 
Tel: 212-343-1234 Ext: 2805 
  
“The tragedy in life does not 
lie in not reaching your goal. 
The tragedy lies in having no 

goal to reach”  
Benjamin Mays 

 
CANDIDATES FOR 
GRADUATE DEGREES  
 
must have on file: 
 
a.  Official transcripts from each 
college that you have attended, 
including that from which your 
Bachelor’s degree was earned 
b.  Graduate exam scores (MBA 
and MS only) 
c.  Successful completion of 45 
credits for the MPA, 48 for the 
MS, and 51 for the MBA 
d.  Maintain a cumulative GPA 
of at least 3.0 
e.  Immunization requirements 
complete 
f. Complete an EXIT 
INTERVIEW with a Student 
Financial Services 
representative. 
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MAY 2009 

 
IAEM Bulletin Call for 
Articles: "Research to 
Practice" The IAEM Editorial 
Working Group is looking for 
articles for the next special 
focus issue of the IAEM 
Bulletin on "Research to 
Practice." This issue will focus 
on innovation and new ideas 
that are put into practice. Also, 
how have you taken a lesson 
learned from some event and 
applied it to a different situation, 
circumstance, event or 
organization? Please keep your 
articles under 750 words, and e-
mail articles to Bulletin Editor 
Karen Thompson at 
thompson@iaem.com no later 
than April 10, 2009. Please 
read the author’s guidelines on 
our Web site before submitting 
your article.  
 

Mark Your Calendars  
 

IAEM-USA 2009 Mid-Year 
Meeting ~ June 4-6, 2009 ~ 
National Emergency Training 
Center (EMI), Emmitsburg, MD 
 
National Conference on 
Community Preparedness ~ 
Aug. 9-12, 2009 ~ Washington, 
DC, USA (Hyatt Regency 
Crystal City) 
 
IAEM-USA 57th Annual 
Conference & EMEX 2009 ~ 
Oct. 31-Nov. 5, 2009 ~ Orlando, 
FL, USA (Rosen Centre Hotel 
and Orange County Convention 
Center 
 
IAEM-USA 58th Annual 
Conference & EMEX 2010 ~ 
Oct. 30-Nov. 4, 2010 ~ San 
Antonio, TX, USA (Hilton 
Palacio del Rio and Henry B. 
Gonzalez Convention Center) 
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On April 26, 2009 Governor 
David A. Paterson announced 
that he has activated New York 
State’s health emergency 
preparedness plan, and put the 
State on high alert to quickly 
identify and respond to any 
cases of swine flu. The Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) confirmed 
eight cases of a new strain of 
influenza (swine flu H1N1) in 
New York City, and has 
declared a public health 
emergency. As a course of 
normal operating procedure 
during events such as this, it is 
common, and welcomed, for 
the CDC to make a declaration 
of public health emergency. 
This enables the State and 
localities to receive quicker 
access to vital resources, and 
other necessary assistance. 

� Many New Yorkers are 
understandably concerned 
about the identification of 
swine flu in New York State, 
and I want to assure everyone 
that New York State has the 
strongest statewide disease 
monitoring, laboratory and 
health care response system in 
the nation,” said Governor 
Paterson. “We are coordinating 
a strong response with the CDC 
and city and county health 
departments. We also activated 
a 24 hour toll-free hotline that 
New Yorkers across the State 
can use to get answers to their 
questions.” 
 
Governor Paterson also 
reported that the hotline 
received over 300 calls in the 
first four hours of operation 
Sunday. The hotline is 1-800-
808-1987. 

Governor Paterson said the 
State coordinates its response 
in part through New York’s 
web-based Health Alert 

Network (HAN) to 
communicate and coordinate 
disease monitoring activity, 
laboratory testing, and health 
care response with county 
health departments, hospitals 
and other health care providers. 
An advisory issued through the 
HAN Saturday evening was 
sent to 25,000 recipients. In 
addition, the State is taking 
other actions, including: 

*DOH's Wadsworth laboratory 
has developed a sophisticated 
prioritization protocol for 
testing samples to assure rapid 
identification of severe illness.  

*DOH is monitoring the 
utilization of resources to 
assure the most efficient use of 
medicines, masks, and other 
supplies.  

*DOH has implemented its 
rapid internet reporting of 
suspect illness, providing 
complete, real time 
understanding as the situation 
unfolds.  

*DOH is in continuous, 
ongoing communication with 
counties, hospitals, other health 
care providers and schools 
across the state to assure the 
most up-to-date information is 
available.  

DOH, in coordination with 
local health departments and 
health care providers, is 
monitoring hospital emergency 
department visits for 
respiratory illness and 
monitoring volume of 
Medicaid prescriptions for 
influenza antiviral medications 
to quickly identify any 
increased influenza activity. 
Currently, no increased level of 
activity has been identified. 
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Terri Thompson 
 Editor, “Presser” 
      
What do you think of when 

you see this picture? 
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A face mask may bring to 
mind any number of 
thoughts depending on who 
and when you ask. Some 
may envision construction  
workers guarding against 
exposure to hazardous 
materials; for others medical 
and surgical staff come to 
mind.  
 
In May of 2003, many of us 
looked in awe as the N95 
Face Mask became a 
common sight on city streets 
and subways in areas 
affected by SARS. The 
medical community was 
overrun with cases of 
exposure as within just a few 
weeks as SARS spread from 
the epicenter of China to 
thirty-seven countries.  
 
This month in history, May  
2009 is marked by the threat 
of a possible pandemic as 
the Swine Flu has spread 
from the epicenter of 
Mexico to reach nine 
countries around the globe. 
On April 29th the World 
Health Organization raised 
the Pandemic Alert Level to 
Phase 5 and in affected 
areas, the face mask may 
once again become a 
common sight.  
 
N 95 masks are rated to 
block 95% of airborne 
particulates. 
 

 
 
Professor Thomas Carey conducted a Tabletop Disaster Management Exercise to culminate the Spring 2009           
Organizational and Municipal Continuity Planning course. Professor’s Todd Gluf, Joseph Gacalone and                            
MCNY President Vinton Thompson observed the students response to the scenarios as they unfolded. 

 
Visitors observing the practical exercise for Organizational and Municipal Continuity Planning 
included MCNY President Vinton Thompson, Dr. David Longshore Emergency Management 
Chairman, Professor's Todd Gluf, Joseph Gacolone and Ernest Wheeler and guest Julie Pugal, an 
Emergency Planner from Walt Disney World California. Ms. Pugal stated "Most of our planning is 
done with visual aids such as this model the class is utilizing here. We use models and run tabletop 
exercises since it saves time and our staff benefits greatly from them".   
 
Professor Carey stated, "I believe the class received both academic and practical benefits by 
participating in this tabletop exercise. At the beginning of the semester the students from the class 
studied various continuity plans and models in both the public and private sectors. The next step      
was to take on the role of a Department Head in a private company or an Emergency Manager in     
the public sector. The students were given various risk assessments and problems to mitigate by 
preparing a departmental plan. The individual students with the aid of classmates (Team India)     
applied their plans to a strike scenario using the crisis management techniques provided in class.     
The exercise was progressive in nature which escalated steadily as the students grasped each    
problem.  To add realism to the exercise I employed time limits for the decision making process, 
rewarded students who made good decisions and penalized poor decisions by increasing the 
components of a given disaster." 

T

This enthusiastic group of students in the MPA in Disaster and Emergency Management & Homeland Security class,               
also known as “Team India”, successfully resolved the multifaceted scenarios presented during the table top exercise.   

 

 

MCNY Spring 2009 
Disaster Management & Municipal Continuity 

Table Top Exercise 



 �                                                 

 
Photo Shoot in Lower Manhattan 

Photo Credit: Personal Friends Camera 
 
April 28th was an eventful day.  I 
was busy preparing Swine Flu 
write-ups to add to my new Health 
Alert and Information web page 
when I received a call from one of 
the employees asking me which 
assembly point they should use 
because people were quickly 
evacuating our Manhattan location. 
 
I had not been informed of a drill, 
so I wanted to know what was 
happening. Before I ended the call, 
a few coworkers approached and 
said they had just received calls 
from staff who were expressing  
concern about seeing planes outside 
their office windows. My computer 
signaled that I had new mail.  
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I could see the word plane in the 
subject line, so I quickly opened  it  
hoping to shed light on the situation. 
The note reported that a movie was 
being filmed in the Manhattan area  
and there was no need for concern.  
 
By then a small crowd had gathered  
in the hall and when we heard that  
the aircraft were there for a film  
stunt, there was an audible sigh of  
relief. We started comparing the 
calls we had received when the  
emergency PA system activated.  
As we stood by waiting for the  
message to sound, my phone rang 
again and I could see my daughter’s  
telephone number on the caller ID.  
She said that all of the buildings 
around her job in Jersey City were 
evacuating and she wanted to know 
 what was happening. My email  
signaled again and it was a friend  
sending me this photo. What a way 
to stage a surprise photo op and what  
 a day to be an emergency manager! 
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For information on joining 
IAEM – MCNY and / or 
IAEM, please contact the 
current IAEM – MCNY 
Treasurer, Lisa Ellison, at 
treasurer@iemsa-mcny.org 
or at MCNY during class.   
 
Membership supports the 
groups’ goals of fostering 
academic excellence, 
professional development, 
networking and alumni 
relations, camaraderie and 
organizational growth.  It 
also includes social events, 
field trips, guest speakers, 
workshops, and free lunch 
at monthly meetings.  
 
 

 
 

Featured Presenter 
MCNY MPA in Disaster and Emergency Management  

 
By Terri Thompson, 

Editor, “Presser” 
 

Featured Presenter 
Professor David Longshore  
 
On Wednesday, April 15, 
2009, the Emergency 
Management and Homeland 
Security MPA program at 
Metropolitan College of New 
York (MCNY) hosted its 
annual “Titanic Day” 
presentation.  Titled, “The 
Titanic Remembered”, this 
year’s presentation featured 
Professor David Longshore 
in a remembrance of the 
sinking of the RMS Titanic.
   
   
 

The audience in the MCNY 
conference center was taken 
back in time as the details of 
the maiden voyage of the RMS 
Titanic unfolded. “The Titanic 
sank on April 15, 1912 - an 
event that not only resulted in 
the loss of 1,533 men, women, 
and children, but also a change 
in global mindsets regarding 
the culture of disaster”.  We 
armchair quarterbacks could 
virtually see the chain of events 
escalate until the unthinkable 
happened.  
  
There were obvious signs and 
clear indications that disaster 
was imminent but they were 
ignored by the captain and 
crew. It brings to mind the 
warnings we see and hear 
concerning our crumbling 
infrastructure; vulnerable water 
supply; global warming; 
international terrorism, the 
state of the global economy 
and other natural and man- 
made disasters such as the 
current possibility of an 
emerging pandemic. 

 The warning bells have sounded. 
Our captains of industry and 
government have been called to 
the bridge. The question now is 
how will we emergency managers 
respond? Professor Longshore 
suggested that the lessons we 
learned as a result of the Titanic 
were an impetus to shift to a more 
preventative paradigm.  
 
I propose that we continue in that 
vein and capitalize on 
opportunities to share our 
knowledge of emergency 
management in our communities. 
Volunteer to speak at your local 
library, civic organization or even 
in your child’s classroom. Show 
your elderly neighbor how to 
make a “go bag”.   
 
It is our both our privilege and 
responsibility  to honor the lives 
of those who were lost in the RMS 
Titanic by being proactive in 
disaster prevention and teaching 
others to do the same.  The 
“Titanic Remembered” is 
definitely worth seeing so save the 
date: April 15, 2010 at MCNY.  
 



 


