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Next IAEM-MCNY     
General Meeting 

 
February 14, 2009 1:30PM 

 
IAEM-MCNY Presser 

Newsletter Accepting Articles 
 

MCNY Students have a great 
opportunity to become 

published. The MCNY Chapter 
of the International Association 

of Emergency Managers is 
accepting student contributions 
for consideration for publishing 

in the Presser Newsletter! 
 

Please send you original 
articles to: 

 ���� !����" #�$% �&$�'&!�()#�� ) 
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FEMA’s Higher Education 
Program Accepting Articles  

 
FEMA is soliciting papers 
from students desiring to 

contribute to the advancement 
of knowledge in the growing 
discipline and profession of 
emergency management. 

Papers should provide relevant 
theoretical and practical 

research applications as they 
relate to the field of emergency 
management, and should offer 

an original and objective 
review of both past and present 

issues in emergency 
management. Preference will 
be given to scholarly research 
but some abstract submissions 

will be considered. All 
graduate and doctoral students 

are invited to contribute. 
 

*The Presser Newsletter is published 
to subscription holders, other IAEM 

chapters, and FEMA Higher Ed 
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Terri Thompson 
Public Relations & Editor, 
“Presser”

Mayor Bloomberg and US Airways 

Chief Executive Office Doug 

Parker honored the rescuers from 

Flight 1549. Mayor Bloomberg 

presented certificates of honor to 

the civilians and uniformed rescuers 

who responded to the planes 

emergency landing in the Hudson 

River on January 16, 2009.  

NYC.gov (Photo Credit: Edward 

Reed) 

It was truly a “miracle on the 

Hudson,” many said of the 

successful  rescue of all 

passengers and crew of US 

Airways flight 1549. Pilot 

Chesley B. Sullenberger III  

lost both engines after passing 

thru a hapless flock of birds 

shortly after take off. The 

sudden loss of power left 

passengers stranded on the 

wings of the aircraft, in icy 

waters after an emergency  

landing in the middle of the 

Hudson River on Thursday 

January 15th.  

We have a right to be proud 

of our dedicated New York 

Emergency responders, who 

worked together flawlessly 

to bring all of the passengers 

to safety. According to Peter 

Greenberg, Travel 

Contributor of NBC News, 

“When they re-write the 

textbooks and the training 

manuals—as they probably 

will after Thursday’s miracle 

on the Hudson—they may 

write this: that Pilot 

Sullenberger and his crew 

didn’t need that second 

chance.”  

Terri Thompson 
Public Relations & Editor, “Presser” 
 
Envision yourself in a crisp new polo embroidered with our new 
IAEM-MCNY logo!  Al proceeds go toward operating costs for 
the chapter.  Show your school spirit and team  pride and place 
your order today.  The shirts are available in the colors below.  
Each cost $25.00, which is far less than the going rate for other 
shirts on the market, and  by purchasing one, you are not only 
buying a shirt but are showing your dedication and loyalty to the 
present and future of MCNY’s local chapter of IAEM.  To order 
your shirts, send an email to publicrelations@iemsa-mcny.org . 
Please be sure to include the number of shirts you would like to 
order, the size(s) and color (s). I will reply with the pertinent 
details of your order. See color selection below: 

 
IAEM-MCNY Chapter Membership Dues are $25.00 per semester. 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
New Students 
The key to being a 
successful student at 
MCNY is to start early to 
allow you to take care of 
stop(s), avoid a late fee for 
Spring 09 semester, and 
more importantly ensure 
you are in compliance to 
continue classes for the 
Spring 09 semester.  If you 
listed as a Waiver 
Accepted student, check 
with the Admissions 
Office about missing 
documents, transcripts, or 
records to be a Completed 
Accepted student. 
 
Graduating Students 
Students in their last 
semester of classes must 
fill out a Graduation 
Application with the 
Office of the Registrar. 
This application must be 
completed for your folder 
to be audited for 
graduation. If you do not 
file this form, you neither 
will graduate nor be able to 
participate in the 
commencement ceremony.  
 
CANDIDATES FOR 
GRADUATE DEGREES must 
have on file: 
 
a.  Official transcripts from 
each college that you have 
attended, including that from 
which your Bachelor’s degree 
was earned 
b.  Graduate exam scores 
(MBA and MS only) 
c.  Successful completion of 45 
credits for the MPA, 48 for the 
MS, and 51 for the MBA 
d.  Maintain a cumulative GPA 
of at least 3.0 
e.  Immunization requirements 
complete 
f. Complete an EXIT 
INTERVIEW with a Student 
Financial Services 
representative. 
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It’s time again to 
acknowledge some of our 
fellow students and faculty 
on their recent achievements! 
 
Team India graciously 
hosted the Team Foxtrot 
graduation ceremony on 
January 9, 2009 at MCNY. A 
great time was had by all!  
 

 
Susamma Seely received the IAEM-
MCNY Recognition Award. 
 
The Primary Care 
Development Corporation 
is hiring multiple paid 
interns to assist in an 
Advanced Emergency 
Preparedness Program 
Interns will assist in the 
evaluation of multiple 
emergency drills and 
exercises, participate in “hot 
washes” and create After 
Action Reviews. 
Applications are available at: 
http://pcdcny.org/careers.html 
under “Interns” and are 
accepted via email only by 
January 30, 2009 12pm. 
Candidates will be informed 
of their selection by 
February 6, 2009. Please 
direct questions and 
applications to Brian Silva at 
bsilva@pcdcny.org 
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 Sylvie Cameron 
Coordinator of Graduate Student 
Advisement & International Students 

 
 
Welcome to a new semester 
at Metropolitan College of 
New York!  
 
Our names are Sylvie 
Cameron and Bascillia 
Toussaint.  We are your 
Academic Advisors at the 
Office of Student Affairs 
during this semester.  We 
are advocates for your 
academic success. As your 
advisors we will be assisting 
you in making important 
academic decisions and 
developing your educational 
plans.  Please stop by during 
our office hours to meet 
with us.   
 
For starters, Sylvie M. 
Cameron coordinates 
advisement for all Graduate 
and International Students. 
She participates in new 
student orientation, 
providing counseling, 
conducts activities to 
develop and strengthen 
student life. Sylvie has her 
BBA, MPA, and is currently 
working on finishing her 
MBA, all at MCNY. 
 
Before coming to MCNY 
she spent time in the field of 
real estate where she 
provided research 
concerning government 
leased buildings from 
private investors.  She is a 
strong advocate for life-long 
learning. 
 
Bascillia Toussaint has been 
at MCNY for the past seven  
 

years as an Academic 
Advisor. Here at MCNY, 
Bascillia coordinates and 
delivers services for the 
success of our students in 
areas of workshops, career 
development and academic 
advisement. Bascillia earned 
a Bachelors of Arts in 
Psychology from Hunter 
College and a Masters of 
Arts in Social-
Organizational Psychology 
from Columbia University.  
 
Bascillia’s educational 
experience is further 
complimented with a strong 
background in Human 
Resources and Career 
Development and 
Counseling. 
 
 
 
Office of Student Affairs 

office hours are: 
     

Sylvie Cameron                                        
Tues, Wed, Fri: 10am to 
6pm Thurs: 12pm to 8pm 

Sat: 9am to 5pm 
 

Bascillia Toussaint 
Sat: 9am to 5pm 

Tel: 212-343-1234 Ext: 2805 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“The tragedy in life does not 
lie in not reaching your goal. 
The tragedy lies in having no 

goal to reach”  
Benjamin Mays 
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Jake Neufeld 
Assistant Editor, Presser 
      
We pay tribute to the Space 
Shuttle Columbia Crew… 

STS-51-L crew: (front row) Michael 
J. Smith, Dick Scobee, Ronald 
McNair; (back row) Ellison Onizuka, 
Christa McAuliffe, Gregory Jarvis, 
Judith Resnik. 

 
On the February 1st, 2003 the 
Space Shuttle Columbia 
exploded during re-entry into 
the Earth’s atmosphere.  The 
shuttle was returning from its 
29th it exploded due to damage 
to the external propellant tank 
caused during take-off when a 
section of the foam insulation 
broke off and struck the tank.  
 
Shuttle crew members 
suspected damage during 
orbit, but NASA limited the 
investigation because they 
suspected little could be done 
to correct the problem in 
space. All seven crew 
members were killed in the 
disaster. 
 
Shuttle launches were 
cancelled for two years 
(similar to the Challenger 
disaster of 1986. The 
Columbia mission was the 
113th shuttle mission and 
resulted in investigations into, 
and changes to the design of 
shuttles and shuttle 
insulations.  
 
 

Terri Thompson 
Public Relations & Editor, Presser 
 
     January 20, 2009 marks the inauguration of the first African American President of the United 
States of America; Barack Obama.   
 
Much speculation has surrounded the prospect of having a new administration. Many people are 
concerned with the possibility of more terrorist acts. Is he qualified, some ask. Will he be able to 
pull the team together? Will the people with power to get things done respect his leadership? Can 
he handle the pressure? Can he really initiate this “change” he keeps talking about? What if the 
unthinkable happens? 
 
Newsflash! As you advance in the disaster and emergency management field, people will ask the 
same questions about you. Fresh out of school, diploma in hand, you will approach your first 
professional appointment with bright ideas and a “plan” for recovery and you will have to respond 
to disasters. You can and you must.  
 
In disaster, there is no black or white, rich or poor, male or female. Religious and political 
affiliations are not a factor. In this business it’s about having a vision, caring and wanting to help 
others; putting yourself in the place of the person who is suffering and quickly mobilizing the 
necessary emergency services to the scene.  
 
Some fear that suicide bombers cannot be stopped because they are ready to die for their beliefs. 
are the “A” Team” and  we are ready to live out our beliefs.  For every disaster or dastardly act 
there is an emergency manager somewhere being creative in applying the basic tenets of our trade.  
Our citizen’s very lives and livelihoods depend on our ability to mitigate risk, prepare viable 
contingency plans, respond to disasters and support recovery in affected populations. 
 
On this historic occasion, we will hear Mr. Obama share his vision. He will say that he cares about 
the American people and wants to help us to work together to recover the economy and the safety 
and security of our nation. This endeavor is bigger than one man. It is greater than the even sum of 
the ability of our combined city, state and federal government. In the face of the unspeakable 
horrors of premeditated, politically motivated acts of violence, it will take all of us to secure our 
safety as a nation.  
 
The MCNY MPA in Disaster and Emergency Management and Homeland Security is our 
opportunity to learn our craft so we can support our nation. Make the  most of your time at MCNY 
and “get in where you fit in”.  America is counting on us to be the next cadre of experts in the 
various aspects of disaster relief. Whether your specialty is logistics, communications, field relief, 
agency management or plan administration, study hard so you can “get in where you fit in. 
America is depending on all you. Gandhi said that “we are the change we expect to see in the 
world”, so study hard! 
 

 
  
 

 

 

 

Current Events 
We are the nation’s “A” Team. Get in where you fit in! 
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Ryan is the current student chapter 
President of the International 
Association of Emergency 
Managers at MCNY, a position he 
has held since November 1, 2008. 
As a member of Team India, he 
began his graduate studies at 
MCNY in the Fall of 2008. 
 
Prior to that, Ryan served as a US 
Peace Corp volunteer in 
Madagascar where he assisted 
 the Ministry of education in 
designing and implementing 
disaster preparedness  measures 
into its regional curriculum. In the 
Spring of 2008, after Intensive 
Tropical Cyclone Ivan 
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devastated the regional and social 
fabric of northeast Madagascar,  
Ryan participated with the 
International Federation of the Red 
Cross in a large-scale disaster relief 
operation. It was during this time 
that he decided to further explore 
Disaster management pedagogy. 
 
Ryan received his Bachelor of  
Science in Sociology from Portland 
State University. He is also 
 working on a graduate diploma  
from the Disaster management  
Center at the University of 
 Wisconsin-Madison. 
 
Currently a volunteer at the  
American Red Cross in Greater  
New York, he teaches Exploring 
 Humanitarian Law in the 
 International Services Department. 
 
Ryan and his wife, Heather, reside 
 in Brooklyn, New York.  
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For information on joining 
IAEM – MCNY and / or 
IAEM, please contact the 
current IAEM – MCNY 
Treasurer, Lisa Ellison, at 
treasurer@iemsa-mcny.org 
or at MCNY during class.   
 
Membership supports the 
groups’ goals of fostering 
academic excellence, 
professional development, 
networking and alumni 
relations, camaraderie and 
organizational growth.  It 
also includes social events, 
field trips, guest speakers, 
workshops, and free lunch 
at monthly meetings.  
 
 

 
 

Volunteer for HOPE 2009 
 NYC's Annual Street Survey of Homelessness  

 
 
 

By David Longshore, 
Executive Director, 

MCNY MPA Program in Emergency 
Management & Homeland Security 
 
The New York City 
Department of Homeless 
Services is currently 
recruiting volunteers for 
HOPE 2009, the annual 
“Homeless Outreach 
Population Estimate.”   
 
This project, which employs 
New York City volunteers to 
canvass parks, subways, and
   
   

other public spaces to count 
the number of people in 
New York City who are 
living without shelter, is an 
important component in 
New York City’s ongoing 
efforts to improve the 
quality of life for all New 
Yorkers. 

HOPE 2009 will take place 
on Monday, January 26, 
2009, from 10:30 pm until 
4:00 am.  NYCDHS is 
looking for 2,500 volunteers 
to conduct this critical 
survey.  A brief training will 
be available upon volunteer 
registration, and on January 
26, a more detailed training 
will be provided.  

Moreover, homeless citizens 
are often the most 
vulnerable when disaster 
occurs, and any effective 

emergency management and 
homeland security operation will 
make a strident effort to account for 
this segment of the population.  
 
For additional information, or to 
register to volunteer, please visit 
NYCDHS’s website at 
www.nyc.gov/dhs  You can also 
call 311.   
 
Disaster Central encourages its 
readers, students, administrators, 
and qualified others to volunteer 
for this important - and interesting - 
public administration and affairs 
endeavor. 
 
*If you would like to publish 
information about a worthy 
volunteer or internship opportunity 
in the field of emergency 
management, please send pertinent 
details to: 
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