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April 16, 2008 
Titanic Presentation  
by Prof. Longshore 

11th Floor, Auditorium 
7:00 P.M. 

 
May 3, 2008 

“Presser” Meeting 
12th Floor, room 12G 

4:00 P.M. 
 
 

May 10-20, 2008 
Trip to Israel 

I.M.I 
 
 
 

All students interested in 
writing or contributing to the 

newsletter in any way are 
encouraged to attend Presser 

Meetings.       
 

*Remember this is a way to 
become published and get 

your name out there!! 
 

This newsletter is not only 
seen by us here in the 

program, but is seen by many 
who have a monthly 

subscription, other chapters, 
and is on FEMA Higher Ed 
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Members of IEMSA-MCNY 
during Red Cross Training 
at Red Cross Headquarters. 

 
Marina Diaz 
Second Vice President 
There are thirteen newly 
certified citizens of New 
York City that were 
successfully trained to 
administer CPR and  First 
Aid and we all have our new 
identification cards from the 
American Red Cross, issued 
on Sunday March 2, 2008 to 
prove it. Our trainers Jesse 
Streeter and Joseph Woodill 

were experienced and 
knowledgeable and were 
willing to repeat procedures to 
ensure that we were all 
comfortable with the new skills 
and techniques. For me it was 
exciting and a little nerve 
racking to think that there may 
come a day when one of us 
would apply these procedures 
to help someone’s life and as 
future emergency managers it is 
important to be prepared for 
anything. Our roles will not 
always have us inside an office 
sitting behind a desk creating 
emergency plans or conducting 
assessments of vulnerability or 
threats. We will at one point in 
time need to change hats and 
become first responders.  The 
class took a little over 5 hours 
and we learned the proper 
procedures in First Aid. We 
learned how to ask first if 

someone needs help. We 
learned how to apply 
bandages and practiced on 
each other. We learned how 
to treat sprains and broken 
bones.  We learned CPR; 
which we practiced on 
dummies but we also 
practiced on each other when 
it came time for rolling over 
and assessing injuries. We 
also learned when it would 
be necessary to use an 
Automated External 
Defibrillator (AED) to help 
someone who may have had 
a cardiac arrest.  CPR is a 
technique that requires 
stamina and very healthy 
lungs. After all you are 
breathing life into someone. 
 

Sussama Seeley 
President 
 
On March 18th  MCNY hosted an Open House for the EMHS 
program. Marc Solomon, Enrollment Specialist, hosted the 
evening and introduced the opening speaker, Steven Lenhart, 
Director of Admissions. The audience included current 
students along with prospective candidates for the EMHS 
program. Lenhart addressed the rigors of completing an 
accelerated program like the EMHS MPA.  I also spoke about 
my experiences at MCNY and had the privilege of introducing 
Professor Longshore. Professor Longshore spoke at length 
about his life and professional experiences. He shared the 
process of preparing for the release of the second edition of his 
Encyclopedia of Hurricanes, Typhoons, and Cyclones and 
ended the evening with a reading.  He kindly donated a sealed 
hardcover copy of the book for IAEMSA offer at a future 
fundraising event with the winner to receive a personalized 
autograph from Prof. Longshore. 
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By David Longshore, 
Executive Director, 

MCNY MPA Program in Emergency 
Management & Homeland Security 
 
On Wednesday, April 16th,  
"The Titanic Crisis" an exciting 
presentation marking the 96th 
Anniversary of the Titanic 
sinking is being presented by 
David Longshore, Director of 
MCNY's Emergency and 
Disaster Management MPA The 
presentation is from 6:30 PM - 9 
PM in the 11th floor conference 
center. 
 
Due to the overwhelming 
response, seating is limited. To 
RSVP, please email 
rsolomon@mcny.edu or call 
212.343.1234 ext 2712 
 
Also, while you’re at it, make 
sure to take a look at 
DISASTER CENTRAL, 
MCNY's new blog from the 
Director of The MPA in 
Emergency and Disaster 
Management program.   

Right now at Disaster Central, 
we’re discussing numerous 
general topics relating to 
Emergency Management and 
Homeland Security, such as:  

·  Counter-Terrorism 
and Anti-Terrorism  

·  Maritime Domain 
Protection Intelligence 
and Information-
Sharing Emergency 
Management Planning  

·  Airline and 
Transportation 
Security  

·  Critical Infrastructure 
Protection 

·  And much, much 
more! 
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Jake Neufeld 
Assistant Public Relations and Editor, “Presser” 
 

Professor Tod Gluf is a man with many interests. 
He is a police lieutenant, a teacher, and a family man. 
His career in Emergency Management began at the New 
York City Police Academy, where he was an instructor. 
One of his assignments there was as an instructor and 
evaluator for the Disorder Control Unit. Professor Gluf 
says: “. . . the unit was tasked with developing various 
scenarios which would be used as tabletop exercises 
throughout the patrol boroughs of the city. . . . I 
performed this assignment for about one year and 
gradually came to understand the importance of 
planning, mitigation and preparation.” Also, in 
partnership with Professor Giacolone Professor Gluf is 
working to better instruct law enforcement at the local, 
state, and federal levels in the detection of fraudulent 
documents. 

Professor Gluf believes that two of the most 
important topics in emergency management today are 
agro-terrorism and the concern about disease pandemics. 
In his opinion these are two events that could have 
disastrous consequences if not properly planned for.  

When Professor Gluf is not doing his duties as a 
police lieutenant or professor he can be found at home 
with his wife and daughter. When he is not doing his 
duties as a husband and father, he can be found at his 
computer taking FEMA classes or reading two or more 
books at a time. 

Martin �Voravibul  
EMHS Graduate Student 
Coordinator of Student Life 
 
Summer 2008 Registration 
AVOID THE LATE 
REGISTRATION FEE . Summer 
2008 Registration has already 
begun. All students must meet with 
an academic advisor in the Office 
of Student Services in order to pre-
register. The key to a successful 
registration is to start early to 
allow you to take care of stop(s), 
avoid a late fee, and more 
importantly ensure you are ready 
to begin classes on the first day. 
 
New Financial Aid Year 
Summer 2008 starts the new 
Financial Aid Year. Summer 2008 
Registration is upon us and a pre-
requisite for registration is having 
your 2008 FAFSA completed. If 
you are waiting for your income 
tax return, simply start the 
Financial Aid process by using the 
estimation option, and correcting 
the FAFSA document once you 
receive this year’s tax return.                                                        
   
    
MCNY’s 2008 Commencement 
Ceremony 
 
Graduation Application  
Are you in your final Purpose?  If 
you’re expecting to complete all of 
the requirements for your degree 
this semester, Congratulations on 
your fine work and commitment!  
 
If you have not already done so, 
it is important that you submit a 
completed “Application for 
Graduation” to the Registrar.  This 
form is used to notify the Registrar 
that you will be ready to graduate 
at the end of the current semester, 
and it will initiate a final audit of 
your academic record.  All 
students in their last Purpose need 
to file an application.  
 
You will also need to complete an 
online Financial Aid exit 
interview. 
Once you’ve completed the online 
interview, print a conformation 
page and bring it along with your 
Graduation Application to the to 
the Financial Aid Office (14th 
floor). 

Graduation Portraits  
 “Sittings” are by appointment 
only, and will take several shots of 
each student. Students will be able 
to order prints in various quantities 
and sizes. 
Please wear business attire for 
photo session. Students will be 
photographed in various poses, 
and will use the cap, gown and 
props provided. Men should bring 
a tie and jacket. Women may want 
to pay special attention to their 
fingernails for the pose holding the 
degree.  contact Thornton Studios 
at www.thorntonstudio.com or 
(212) 647-1966. 
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Susamma Seeley 
President 
 
IAEM Asks Members to Comment on New or Updated Disaster 
Assistance Policies  
  
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) of the U.S. 
Dept. of Homeland Security has asked IAEM members to comment 
on the following new or updated Disaster Assistance Policies (DAP). 
Please send your comments via e-mail to Bob Bohlmann, CEM, 
IAEM U.S. Government Affairs Committee Chair, no later than Apr. 
23, 2008. 
 
The 2008 IAEM Scholarship Application Form is now available 
for download. 
 
 The first place of the application form includes complete instructions 
and tips. Materials must be submitted by May 16, 2008. 
http://www.iaem.com/resources/scholarships/documents/2008Scholar
shipApplication.pdf 

IAEM President Larry J. Gispert Testified Before U.S. House 
Appropriations Subcommittee on Homeland Security 

On Mar. 13, 2008 IAEM President Larry J. Gispert testified before 
the U.S. House Appropriations Subcommittee on Homeland Security. 
This hearing, which was Web cast live, centered on the topic "Federal 
Emergency Management Agency: Is the Agency on the Right Track?" 
The agenda included the draft bill on FY 2009 Homeland Security 
appropriations.  
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Margaret Vazquez 
Public Relation, Editor “Presser” 
 

 
April 14, 1912  
RMS Titanic was an Olympic-
class passenger liner owned by 
the White Star Line and built at 
the Harland and Wolff shipyard. 
At the time of her launching in 
1912, she was the largest 
passenger steamship. During her 
maiden voyage, Titanic struck 
an iceberg on April 14, 1912, 
and sank two hours and forty 
minutes later on April 15, 1912. 
 

Jake Neufeld 
Asst Public Relations 
 
On March 7, 2008 
EMHS MPA students 
were treated to an 
opportunity to hear from 
Pulitzer Prize winning 
New York Times writer 
Andrea Elliott. Ms. 
Elliott has written 
numerous articles for the 
Times, but she came to 
discuss one particular 
aspect of her reporting 
career. She has written a 
multi-part story for the 
Times called “An Imam 

In America” where she 
profiled Sheik Reda 
Shata, who was then 
Imam of Masjid Moussab 
Mosque in Bay Ridge, 
Brooklyn.  
 
Ms. Elliott talked to the 
students about the 
process of finding an 
Imam for her to profile. 
She talked about what 
kind of person she was 
looking for, and how she 
found Sheik Reda Shata. 
We learned what was like 
for a white woman to 
become involved in the 
day to day life of a 
mosque in New York 
City, and what the 
difficulties she faced 
were. She talked to us 
about the efforts she 
made to make sure that 
she was trusted enough 
so that the community 
would be willing to 
participate in her 
reporting.  
 
Ms. Elliott also recently 
published an article in the 
New York Times 
Magazine entitled 
“Where Boys Grow Up 
to Be Jihadis.” She 
traveled to the Moroccan 
city of Tetouan; a city of 
four hundred thousand 
people; which has 
produced 10 suicide 
bombers. Ms. Elliott 
investigated what made 

these young men give up 
their lives for the cause 
of jihad. She spent about 
three months in 
Morocco, and Professor 
Gheith made it very clear 
that he was worried 
about her the entire time 
that she was there.  
 
Overall, the opportunity 
to hear from Ms. Elliott 
was an excellent one. 
She has real insights into 
both the worlds of 
American Islam and 
North African Islam. If 
there had been more time 
available on the evening 
of the seventh I’m sure 
the students would have 
learned much more about 
both of these worlds. 
Luckily, we can continue 
to read her articles and 
learn from them.  

Prof. Gheith and Pulitzer Prize 
Winner, Andrea Elliott 
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For information on joining 
IAEM – MCNY and / or 
IAEM, please contact the 
current IAEM – MCNY 
Treasurer, Johnny Velez, at 
treasurer@iemsa-mcny.org 
or at MCNY during class. 
Membership supports the 
groups’ goals of fostering 
academic excellence, 
professional development, 
networking and alumni 
relations, camaraderie and 
organizational growth.  It 
also includes social events, 
field trips, guest speakers, 
workshops, and free lunch at 
monthly meetings.  
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Johnny Velez 
Treasurer�

Hi, Johnny Velez treasurer and graduating student here. Next month, 
the new treasurer will face the same challenges of being a student, an 
officer, and an outside professional. I wish her my best, because it is a 
juggling act.As a student, I participated in a unique constructive 
action and thesis: Metropolitan College’s All Hazards Emergency 
Plan. It was tough and there were no shortcuts  in completing the task. 
As treasurer, the challenge was staying aware and organized.  
 
My position as a paralegal supervisor; well that is self-explanatory. 
Our program’s motto is “Saving Lives through Saving Systems.”  
Emergency managers do this by reading, studying and exploring 
“Best Practices”. We engage our instructors in educated discussions 
in order to find solutions to disaster issues. 
 
Everyone has outside obligations but we also have a higher mission. 
To utilize our new knowledge to serve others.  
 
May we all live up to that mission.  
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It’s time again to give our 
acknowledgement to some of 
our fellow students and 
faculty who have started 
some new adventures!   
 
 In this month’s edition of 
the Good Word we have 
some exciting news to report. 
IAEM Student Council 
President Brian Silva was 
interviewed on WPGN Radio 
concerning the future of 
Emergency Management. On 
the same show, our own 
Professor Gerry McCarty 
was interviewed about his 
career in Emergency 
Management and the 
creation of New York City’s 
Office of Emergency 
Management. You can listen 
to the interviews by clicking 
here. 
 
Congratulations to Team 
Foxtrot’s very own Jessica 
Perez, who has been 
accepted in the NY/NJ Port 
Authority’s Police 
Academy’s June class. 

 
Last but not least, 
Congratulations to another 
member of Team Foxtrot.  Jill 
Samonte is pregnant with her 
first child!  Hey Jill, how about 
little Foxtrot as a nickname?! 

 Starting last month The 
Good Word is collected 
by email. If you have any 
good news to share please 
email it to 
publicrelations@iemsa-
mcny.org 
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