
<Date>
<Name>
New Jersey Senate
Budget and Appropriations Committee 
New Jersey State House

Trenton, NJ 08625 
  

Re:
New Jersey Tide Telemetry System 

New Jersey State Match to Federal Funding

Dear Budget and Appropriations Committee Member:
I am writing to you today to highlight the critical need to fund the New Jersey Tide Telemetry System (NJTTS).  The League of Municipalities and the New Jersey Association of Floodplain Management with the assistance of Senator Robert Gordon have been communicating with your Committee and the emergency management community on the importance of securing a permanent source to match federal funds provided by the United States Geological Survey (USGS) that operates and maintains the network.  The NJTTS is crucial to protecting New Jersey’s large coastal community as explained below.  It is also equally important for the communities in the northern areas of the state that are subject to river flooding.
The New Jersey Tide Telemetry System (NJTTS) is part of a statewide network of tide gages, weather stations, and stream gages that collect data in real time. The system supplies comprehensive, reliable real-time tide-level and meteorological data for flood-prone areas along the New Jersey shore and back bays. The NJTTS consists of 25 tide gages, 5 weather stations, and 31 tidal crest-stage gages in 13 New Jersey counties. The tide level at each of the gages, as well as the meteorological data--rainfall, wind speed and direction, air and water temperature, relative humidity, and barometric pressure--at the weather stations are automatically measured, stored, and transmitted by satellite and telephone to computer base stations located at offices of the USGS, National Weather Service (NWS), New Jersey State Police, New Jersey Department of Transportation (NJDOT), county and local emergency management agencies, other critical decision-making centers, and the World Wide Web making this information accessible to New Jersey’s residents and property owners to make crucial decisions. 

The collection of tidal data for the ocean and large bays is adequately covered by the National Ocean Service (NOS), but in New Jersey, little or no data are available for the back-bay areas, except for the information that is collected by the NJTTS. Water levels in the back bays behave quite differently than those of the ocean as a result of the complex interaction between the winds and the geometry of the inlets and bays. A slow-moving “Nor’easter” can keep tide levels in back bays several feet higher than the ocean tide level by not allowing tides to recede, resulting in flooding of bridges and causeways that link the barrier islands to the mainland.  Coastal storms are a particular concern during the summer when the population of the barrier-island communities increases by tens of thousands, the limited number of bridges and causeways that connect the islands with the mainland become overcrowded, and evacuations from the barrier islands to the mainland become very difficult. Timely evacuation depends on well-defined emergency evacuation plans used in conjunction with accurate flood forecasting and up-to-the-minute (real-time) tide-level information, which the NJTTS provides. Without the NJTTS, there will be no automated approach for measuring current tide levels in the back bays, documenting past tide elevations, estimating how much more they may rise, predicting the location and timing of the tidal crest, or determining the potential extent of flooding over the land.  It is vitally important that New Jersey secures permanent funding for this critical system – a system that protects lives and property from Bergen County to Cape May County and up through Mercer County along the tidal water below the City of Trenton
. 

The NJTTS was designed and installed in 1997 as a Hazard Mitigation Project, as required under disaster funding to the State from the Federal Emergency Management Agency, in conjunction with the New Jersey State Police, Office of Emergency Management (NJOEM). From 1997 through fiscal year 2007, the system’s installation, operation, and maintenance were funded through a 50-50 cost sharing program by the USGS and the NJDOT. The New Jersey Office of Homeland Security and Preparedness (NJOHSP) temporarily assumed responsibility for the State’s portion of the funding from October 2007 to December 2007 and again for January 2008 to June 2008 (after NJDOT abruptly cancelled funding) to allow the State to secure permanent funding.  Without a permanent funding match of $250,000.00 guaranteed by New Jersey, the system will be shut down. 

This is a continuing annual need that must secured outside of emergency appropriations to keep the NJTTS operational.  Please note this is not new funding – this is a continuation of the funding that NJDOT previously provided for the New Jersey match.  We all share in the common commitment of keeping the residents of New Jersey safe and secure and I ask that you allocate this annual need in the State Budget.
Very Sincerely Yours,
<Your Name>
� see � HYPERLINK "http://pubs.usgs.gov/fs/2007/3064/" �http://pubs.usgs.gov/fs/2007/3064/� for a graphic of the network
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