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May 25, 2005
The Honorable Ted Stevens 

Chairman, Committee on Commerce, Science and Transportation 

United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Daniel K. Inouye

Ranking Member, Committee on Commerce, Science and Transportation
United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Stevens and Ranking Member Inouye:
The International Association of Emergency Managers (IAEM) represents over 2600 emergency managers, the majority of whom are employed by state and local governments in the U.S.  We are writing to express our strong opposition to S 786 which would fundamentally change the public safety partnership we share with the National Weather Service (NWS).

This bill has the potential to dramatically change the way the NWS provides information we use to make critical decisions to warn and protect our citizens.  Private sector weather forecasters have the right to earn money by adding their own value to data gathered by the NWS and paid for by the taxpayer. But we don't think they have the right to restrict our direct access to that data especially when such restrictions potentially endanger the lives and property of the citizens we serve.

One example of “unfair” competition on the part of the NWS which the private forecasters have, in the past, openly cited is that local emergency management agencies (EMAs) frequently decline to purchase private services because "any EMA can simply call the National Weather Service Office."  We can assure you, Senators, that we do exactly that when a flash flood, severe storm or tornado is bearing down on one of our communities.   Restricting such information to only those localities that can afford the products of the private sector is unconscionable and disregards the welfare of our communities.

If your committee considers SB 786, we would request you keep in mind the importance of the continuing public safety relationship between the National Weather Service and local governments.  Please don't treat local governments unfairly or jeopardize their citizens by requiring them to use local tax dollars to gain access to information already collected and paid for the American taxpayers.

Sincerely,
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Dewayne West, CEM

President
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