
Evacuation drill aims to improve 
emergency communications
Organizers from 29 emergency response agencies see 
low student turnout; officials hope for more student 
participation in future
Bethel Habte, Cavalier Daily Associate Editor

The University’s [University of Virginia] Office of 
Emergency Preparedness and the Charlottesville and 
Albermarle County Emergency Management Office 
held an evacuation drill yesterday in Scott Stadium.

The drill simulated an evacuation during severe weather 
at a football game. The 29 participating emergency 
response agencies in and around Charlottesville 
aimed to strengthen communications among 
emergency services prior to an actual crisis, University 
spokesperson Carol Wood said.

The drill was “designed to establish a learning 
environment so emergency responders know what to 
do in an emergency,” she said. “It sharpens your mind 
about what to keep in mind [in an emergency] and what 
questions you need to be asking all the time.”

In the drill, participants filled three roles: evaluators 
observed the action, controllers coordinated 
communications between participants and actors 
modeled public citizens’ reactions to a crisis.

Organizers sent two rounds of e-mails to students, 
whom they relied on to play actors, but braced 
themselves for poor student turnout.

In then end, less than 20 students attended, Associate 
Dean of Students Aaron Laushway said.

“I understand that Wednesday morning wasn’t 
optimal,” he said. “But I do think that in the future 
[student participation] would be very beneficial for the 
organizations involved.”

Laushway said future student participation in similar 

events would allow actors “to know how diligent and 
dedicated these people are to ensuring safety and well-
being of everyone in the community.”

Though Colin Hood, former president of student 
emergency preparedness organization Hoos Ready, 
thought the drill could have used more student 
participation, he said he enjoyed the performances put 
on by several of the attending actors.

“Some of the scripts they were asked to play were 
enjoyable,” he said. “One girl was a child and she had 
to hug the West Gate and cry.”

Continued on page 5
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Student Council Committees
Student Council Committees are chaired by 
a Student Member appointed by the Student 
Council Board.  Members are chosen by Chair 
subject to Board approval.  If you are interested in 
participating on a Committee, please contact the 
Chair or SC President.

Governance:
Amy Stephenson
stephenson.resilience@gmail.com

Communications:
Eric Sawyer	 sawyer.en@gmail.com

Awards:
Matt Feryan	 jmferyan@hotmail.com

Membership & Marketing: 
Brian Silva	 bsilva05@gmail.com

___________________________________________
Student Council Liaisons to IAEM

Liaisons are Student Council members who are 
interested in areas of concern to the entire IAEM.  They 
attend all meetings / teleconferences of their respective 
bodies and send regular reports to the Student Council 
Board.  If you are interested in being a Student Council 

Liaison, please contact the SC President.

IAEM Global Board: 
Brian Silva	 bsilva05@gmail.com

Governance: 
Amy Stephenson stephenson.resilience@gmail.com 

Communications (Editorial & Website): 
Eric Sawyer	 sawyer.en@gmail.com

Membership & Marketing: 
Brian Silva	 bsilva05@gmail.com

Awards & Recognition: 
Matt Feryan	 jmferyan@hotmail.com

Scholarship Commission: 
Matt Feryan	 jmferyan@hotmail.com
___________________________________________
IAEM-USA Student Region Program at 

Orlando (USRP@ORL)
IAEM-USA SR DISCOUNT HOTEL

IAEM-USA SR has secured discount rooms for 
students at the nearby Days Inn Convention Center. 

Days Inn Convention Center
9990 International Drive
Orlando, Florida
www.daysinnorlandohotel.com 
Rate: $69.00/night + tax single or double occupancy
(high speed Internet in guest rooms is included in the 

room rate)

___________________________________________
2008-2009

IAEM-Student Council Representatives Contact Information

President
USA Representative:		  Brian Silva 
				    bsilva05@gmail.com 
Vice President
Oceania Representative:	 Amy Stephenson 
		         amy.stephenson@pg.canterbury.ac.nz

Canada Representative: 	 Tanya Mullally 
				    Tanya.Mullally@redcross.ca

Europa Representative: 	 Ralf Beerens
				    Ralf.Beerens@nifv.nl

Europa Co-Representative: 	 Michelle-lee Whitlock		
		  michelle-lee.whitlock@jbaconsulting.co.uk

Past President (Vice): 		  Dan Hahn 
				    danielh@santarosa.fl.gov

Treasurer: 			   Matt Feryan 
				    jmferyan@hotmail.com

Secretary: 			   Susamma Seely 
				    seeleysue@gmail.com
___________________________________________

National Represenatatives
Nigeria 				   Ayodeji Aina
				    dejiaina@aol.com
SE Asia				   Ashutosh Madhukar 
				    gwermgt6@gwu.edu
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USA Student Region

A Message from the President
Thank you.

After 730 days – thank you.  In November of 2007 
many of you took a leap and gave me the honor of 
leading this outstanding organization.  It is now time 
for me to step down and turn the reigns over to an 
outstanding group of student leaders.

Two years is not a long time in any position.  However, 
I would like to take a moment and remind you all what 
has been accomplished – what WE accomplished – in 
such a short time:

•  When I was elected there was only one student 
region located in the USA for all student members.  
Now we have a Council just for students and student 
regions in the USA and Oceania.  In addition, we are on 
the cusp of student regions in Europa and Canada;

•  When I was elected, there were approximately 1000 
students in the organization. Today we have almost 
1,500 – over 25% of the organization

•  In 2007, the student region had a limited number of 
programs for its members. Today:

  o  The monthly Responder newsletter
  o  Facebook, YouTube, and Twitter
  o  18 chapters around the world with two more 
forming
  o  Three presentations to the FEMA Higher Education 
Conference
  o  Continuation of the Academic Poster competition
  o  Partnership with Government Technology to 
publish and pay student authors, as well as provide 
scholarships
  o  Increased student representation on all IAEM 
boards and committees
  o  Creation of a Student Development Fund to assist 
new or struggling regions
  o  Continued successful fundraising for the IAEM 
Scholarship Fund
  o  Increased communication with members
  o  Creation of student led committees for the annual 
conference and student awards
  o  Coaching a student cohort of CEM / AEM 
applicants through the process

  o  Partnership with Radiant Technologies for per diem 
disaster respond jobs for students
  o  Established a partnership with The Preparedness 
Report to develop professional development podcasts
  o  Increased the number of students running for office 
(15 this year!)
  o Created a “rainy day” fund for future years when 

income is down
  o  Increased marketing including a Student Marketing 
Video, and Student Membership Brochure, and sending 
marketing materials and banners to student events
  o  A dedicated program at the IAEM annual 
conference for students in professional development, 
networking and socializing

•  Respect by the members of IAEM and emergency 
managers all over for students as young and mid-career 
professionals in emergency management.

I am proud of what has been accomplished over the 
years in this organization, and my role in that progress.  
But I did not do it alone.  Along the way many people 
stepped up to help, listen, work, criticize, and lend a 
hand to help this organization and I to grow.

I would like to thank all current and former Student 
Council / Student Region and Student Chapter 
officers, committee chairs, liaisons and advisors for 
your tireless and often unnoticed work.  I would also 
like to thank the IAEM staff who not only helped us to 
succeed, but also believed in the concept and benefit 
of having a strong, viable student organization.  I would 
like to thank my fellow IAEM USA and IAEM Global 
Board members, both past and present, who supported 
our vision during this time.  Finally, a special thank you 
to Dan Hahn, current Past Vice-President, who has 
been my sounding board and right hand man in this 
adventure for almost three years…this would not have 
been possible without your support.

It is now time, with great pleasure and no trepidation, 
that I leave this outstanding organization to a new 
group of emergency management leaders.  New 
faces and fresh ideas will ensure that this organization 
continues to grow, adapt and meet the needs of its 
highly nomadic members.  To the new team, I wish you 
the best.  And to all our members past, present, and 
future, to you I say never forget that “this is your IAEM!”

-Brian		
brian.silva@the360c.com
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Academic Affairs, Governance and 
Unaffiliated Members Committees
By: Paul Gorczyca, IAEM-USA-SR First Vice President 
(Chairman)

With the start of a new academic year for many 
students there are some individuals who have been 
very busy outside of the classroom working on IAEM 
Student Chapter development at their home colleges 
and universities. I am happy to report that Capella 
University and Savannah State University are both in 
the final stages of being granted provisional chapter 
status. The following universities continue to work 
on their formation process: Florida State University, 
Oklahoma State University, Erie Community College, 
SUNY Brockport, University of Delaware, Central 
Georgia Tech, and Delaware Tech and Community 
College. Also there have been two universities, Western 
Washington University and Massachusetts Maritime 
Academy that have sought re-activation of their current 
chapters. It is great to see so many students taking an 
interest not only in the IAEM Student Region but also 
seeking to spread emergency management awareness 
on their own campuses. 

Having been First Vice-President of the IAEM-USA-
Student Region for the past 7 months I have been very 
fortunate to meet many extraordinary people. I can say 
that by establishing these professional relationships I 
have been able to bring new and exciting opportunities 
to students of emergency management. I am happy 
to say that a new collaboration between Ms. Kay 
Goss at the Foundation for Higher Education and the 
IAEM-USA-SR is currently being formed. Through this 
collaborative effort we hope to bring new networking 
opportunities to students as well as recognize 
academic achievement though the emergency 
management honor society. Also Mr. Marty Pastula from 
Government Technology: Emergency Management 
publication and myself we begin to develop a new 
academic research competition. This is an exciting 
opportunity for students to have their academic 
research published and reviewed by members of the 
emergency management community. Please stay tuned 
for more information that will be upcoming about both 
these endeavors.

As always I am working on new ways of uniting the 
unaffiliated members of the student region. This poses 
a very unique challenge to bring together a huge 
amount of students for a single objective. I can assure 

you that it is a personal goal of mine to establish a 
community for unaffiliated members to gather and 
further their professional and academic careers. 

If anyone has any questions, concerns, and ideas to 
share or requires information on chapter development 
please do not hesitate to contact me by email: 
gork315@gmail.com or by phone at 716-866-1634. 
I look forward to continue working for the student 
membership and am very excited about the future of the 
region. 
___________________________________________

Student Awards
Do you know someone who deserves recognition for 
their hardwork and dedication to the IAEM US Student 
Region?  Make someone a part of IAEM history and 
nominate them for the first ever US Student Region 
awards!    The International Association of Emergency 
Managers - USA Student Region annouces its call for 
nominations for the 2009 USA SR Awards.  The two 
awards categories this year are the 2009 Student of 
the Year and the 2009 Advisor of the Year. Nominations 
must be received no later than October 15, 2009.  The 
awards will be presented to the winners at the annual 
IAEM Conference in November in Orlando. 

Nomination forms can be downloaded from the USA 
SR page at www.iaem.com/students 
___________________________________________
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IAEM-USA Student Region Executive Board 
President: 		  Brian Silva 
			   (562) 897-6677
			   bsilva05@gmail.com 

1st Vice President:	 Paul Gorczyca
			   (716) 866-1634
			   gork315@aol.com

2nd Vice President:	 Christian Lanphere
			   (617) 665-3872
			   christian@lanphere.org

Secretary:		  Eric Sawyer 
			   (207) 671-5340
			   sawyer.en@gmail.com

Treasurer:		  Shelly Riggall
			   (850) 322-0296
			   riggalls@hotmail.com

Past President (Vice):	 Dan Hahn 
			   (850) 983-4606 
			   danielh@santarosa.fl.gov

___________________________________________
Due to the USA SR Elections and the IAEM 

Annual Conference, there will be no November 
newsletter.  It’s been an honor serving you and 

we look forward to seeing you in Orlando!
___________________________________________

BOOK YOUR HOTEL FOR THE 
IAEM 57th Annual Conference & EMEX 2009
“Emergency Management: United We Stand”
Oct. 31-Nov. 5, 2009 
___________________________________________

Student Council Liaisons to IAEM
Liaisons are Student Council members who are 
interested in areas of concern to the entire IAEM.  They 
attend all meetings / teleconferences of their respective 
bodies and send regular reports to the Student Council 
Board.  If you are interested in being a Student Council 
Liaison, please contact the SC President.

University of Virgina, Continued from Page 1

Hood also admired the amount of detail and planning 
that went into the operation. 

“They really went out of their way to make this a 
legitimate drill,” he said, noting a thunder and lightning 
soundtrack playing during the drill and the participation 
of the game-day announcer in the imitation football 
game.

Officials tested response times and briefed 
organizations about the collective role they play in 
responding to emergency situations. The gathered 
information will be used to assess and improve 
emergency preparedness at the University.

Laushway also said he hoped student participation will 
grow in the future.

“I think increased awareness about how we all work 
with one another to ensure everyone’s safety is crucial,” 
he said.

Emergency response officials participated in an evacuation 
drill yesterday at Scott Stadium, which simulated a severe 
weather situation at a football game. Photo by Iram Shaikh.
___________________________________________

Looking to share a hotel room with a fellow student 
during the conference? Check out the “Share a 
hotel room in ORL” discussion board on Facebook
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Student Chapters

USA 
American Public University System / American 
Military University (APUS / AMU)	
President: Dorian Young		  800-841-9877
dorian@kador.com

Arkansas Tech University (ATU)	
President: Joseph Hightower	 870-834-1161	
jhightower4@atu.edu

John Jay College
Advisor: Jeanne-Marie Col		  212-237-8077 
jcol@jjay.cuny.edu

Long Island University - Homeland Security 
Management Institute
President: John Van Wagner	 516-729-0015	
jjvw1116@yahoo.com

Metropolitan College of New York (MCNY)	
President: Chuck Frank	
ecfrank@gmail.com

North Dakota State University (NDSU) 
President: Blake Bennett		  218-349-8760	
218-349-8760	 blakebennett17@yahoo.com

Philadelphia University
President: Matthew Butler		  267-767-2730	
ButlerMa@einstein.edu

University of Akron (UA) 
President: Maurice Thomas		  330-459-5539	
mmt20@uakron.edu

University of Central Missouri
Advisor: Diana Bryant		  660-543-4971	
bryant@ucmo.edu

University of Chicago 
President: Meghan McCallum	 847-800-4635	
mccallum@uchicago.edu

University of Denver
President: Elizabeth Crawley	 979-229-5085 
elizabeth.crawley@du.edu

University of North Texas (UNT)
President: Rob Monaghan		  972-679-0358	
robmonaghan@yahoo.com

University of South Dakota (USD)
President: Ryan Engdahl		  605-677-6575	
Ryan.Engdahl@usd.edu

Virginia Commonwealth University
President: Patrick Ashley		  804-931-2101	
ashleypr@gmail.com

OCEANIA
University of Canterbury
President: Amy Stephenson	
0064 210436901	
stephenson.resilience@gmail.com

EURPOA
Instituto Politechnico de Castelo Branco, 
Portugal (IPCB)
President: Joao Luis Tavares Alves Canas
+351 934796909	 joaoluiscanas@hotmail.com

CANADA
Brandon University
President: Sharf Chowdhury	
+1-204-570-2375	 president@brandondess.ca

York University
President: George Platsis	  
+1-416-657-6535	 president@demsa.ca
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Chapter News
University of North Texas
President: Rob Monaghan		  972-679-0358	
robmonaghan@yahoo.com

By: Ross LaFour, Member 
UNT IAEM-SC had its first meeting 
of the year on Thursday, September 10.  We had a 
terrific turnout for the meeting with a turnout of 23 
people stopping by!  

We discussed possible activities for the semester, and 
are investigating the possibility of arranging for training 
sessions with Hulcher Professional Services, Inc., a 
private hazmat cleanup contractor.  We were fortunate 
to have Dan Perry and Mellissa Gardner from Hulcher 
present on possible training sessions they could 
provide for us.  

We also discussed our big event of the semester, the 
IAEM conference in Orlando, Florida, and look forward 
to the opportunity to network with professionals in the 
field of emergency management.  At this early juncture, 
we tentatively plan on bringing 14 students to the 
conference.  
___________________________________________
American Public University System / American 
Military University (APUS / AMU)	
President: Dorian Young		  800-841-9877
dorian@kador.com

Moving Forward for EDM at AMU/
APU
As we draw to the end of summer 
2009 and of the first third of my 
administration’s term leading our 

APUS IEMSA Student Chapter, it seems appropriate 
to present a brief ready reckoning of our progress 
thus far and an indication of what more is to come. So 
let us look at our top five accomplishments and then 
five exciting projects (among others) currently “in the 
works”.

FIVE ACCOMPLISHMENTS

1) Our monthly general Chapter meetings, conducted 
by teleconference on the third Saturday of each 
month at 12:00 noon EST,  have been well-attended, 
lively, fun and informative. You do not want to miss 
these meetings!. Though, a recording of each is made 
available to Chapter members for listening afterwards 

(posted at our IEMSA Classroom), it is really no 
substitute for actual participation. We want and need to 
hear your views and advice.

2) We have now proudly published two issues of our 
famous Chapter publication The Guardian (including 
this one!). Each contains excellent content on news 
and issues of particular interest to EDM students. 
Contributions have come from several of our EDM 
students and Faculty members for which we are 
grateful.  A special “thanks” also goes out to the Editor 
and Chapter Vice President Dawn Heyse for doing 
such a fine job with The Guardian. (Dawn Heyse is now 
serving with the US Army in Kuwait. We are greatly 
appreciative of this.—Thanks Dawn, please keep well 
and safe!)

3) As a result of a recent new membership drive, I 
am pleased to report that we’ve increased Chapter 
membership by around 14%. (Not too bad, but we can 
do better- and we will!) Thank you to Chapter Secretary 
Darren Endris and to Professor Mike Kemp for doing 
the necessary legwork for efficiently inducting each 
new member.

4) The Chapter has decided to sponsor a very special 
event. We have formally invited FEMA Administrator, 
Craig Fugate, to speak to our EDM student body in 
December, 2009. We await his response. 

5) As our Chapter is the most prominent student 
organization at APUS, your Executive has been asked 
to try and test out some new, promising software for 
developing and operating student organizations. APUS 
has now decided to purchase OrgSync software.  This 
is great news indeed. We are extremely grateful to the 
University for the fantastic support they are lending to 
our Chapter- and other student organizations be they 
already in existence or in the offing. Org Sync will be 
used to improve greatly the running of our Chapter and 
your ability to stay informed and participate in its many 
activities. Look out for the arrival of OrgSync—coming 
soon to our Chapter!

Lastly, check out the Chapter’s popular publication: The 
Guardian. You can download a copy of The Guardian at 
http://www.box.net/shared/qv88h0qi72
___________________________________________
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This is the show that brings together homeland 
security and disaster preparedness suppliers in the 
same building, under the auspices of the International 
Association of Emergency Managers (IAEM). Many 
different types of products and services are exhibited:

Communication Systems
Damage Restoration Firms
Detection Devices
Emergency Management 
Consulting
Emergency Management Software
Emergency Vehicles
EMS Medical Equipment
Exercise and Training Products
Geographic Information Systems
Hazmat Gear Accessories
Notification Systems

EMEX Hours
November 2 5:00 pm–7:00 pm
November 3 7:00 am–5:00 pm
November 4 7:00 am–1:00 pm

Sponsorship Opportunities
Maximize your conference 
participation and on-site product 
awareness. Flexible sponsor 
options are available. Contact 
Melissa Trumbull at 703-538-1795 x 
1705 or trumbull@iaem.com.

Featured Sessions Include:
Amanda Ripley has traveled the 
world studying disasters, natural 
and man-made. Her book, The 
Unthinkable: Who Survives When 
Disaster Strikes—and Why, is the 
first mass-market book to explain 
how the brain works in disasters—
and how we can learn to do better.

Robert Stevenson is one of the 
most widely recognized professional 
speakers in the world. He is the 
author of the best selling book How 
to Soar Like an Eagle in a World Full 
of Turkeys.

Dr. Gerald Galloway is a Professor 
of Engineering at the University 
of Maryland. He is a retired U.S. 
Army Brigadier General and was 
a Presidential appointee to the 
Mississippi River Commission. 
He will explore the public official 
response to growing losses from 
hurricanes and floods. 

Preparedness Equipment
Protective Clothing
Risk Management
Satellite Technologies
Shelter Supplies
Warning Systems
Weather Meteorological Services
and much more...

Visit www.EMEX.org or call 703-538-1795 ext. 6 
to reserve a booth today.

Mark Your Calendar!
October 31 – November 5, 2009

Professional Development Hours
IAEM awards certificates of 
attendance to conference attendees 
that reflect conference participation 
hours. These hours may be applied 
toward the CEM® and AEM®

programs.

Conference Dates:
October 31 – November 5, 2009 

Registration Fees:
IAEM Individual Members: . . $450

USA Military Personnel: . . . . . $450

Non-Members: . . . . . . . . . . . . . $550

$50 Early Bird discount available 
prior to September 1!

IAEM Student Members:. . . . . $200

Conference Justification Toolkit 
For ways to convince your boss 
that you need to attend IAEM 2009, 
download an official invitation, 
budget-conscious details and 
more. See www.iaem.com/
ConferenceToolkit.

Headquarters Hotel
Rosen Centre Hotel
$166 single/double (plus tax). 

Reservation deadline: 
October 7, 2009 

For reservations, call: 
1-800-204-7234

Breakout Sessions
There will be six tracks of breakout 
sessions:

Contemporary

Infrastructure

Disaster Related Social Behavior 

Organizations and Management

Leadership and the Future of 
Emergency Management

Technology

For complete session details, visit 
www.iaem.com/Conference.

Emergency Management 
Institute at IAEM 

FEMA training 
offerings are a popular 
add-on to the IAEM 
Annual Conference 
and a great way to 

maximize continuing education. For 
announcements and specific courses, 
see www.iaem.com/Conference 

Emergency Management:

United We Stand
IAEM 57th ANNUAL CONFERENCE & EMEX 2009

Orange County Convention Center
Rosen Centre Hotel, Orlando, Florida

Keynote Speaker—Craig Fugate, FEMA Administrator

The Responder									           Volume 2     Issue 9

Newsletter Staff: USA Student Region Editor/Manager: Eric Sawyer | sawyer.en@gmail.com
Individuals, student chapters, regions and allied organizations are invited to submit articles, events, training opportunities and news.  

Submissions are due by the 24th of each month.
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